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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a carrying 
direction switching mechanism capable of 
preventing sudden sound generated at the time 
of switching the carrying direction of a 
recording sheet and inverse-discharging paper. 
SOLUTION: This recording sheet carrying 
direction switching mechanism is provided with 
a first passage 41, a second passage 42 to be 
passed when a recording sheet (s) is carried in 
the direction which is different from the first 
passage 41, a switching guide 21 rotating so as 
to open either one of the first and second 
passages 41, 42 and switching the carrying 
direction of the recording sheet (s) to the . 
first passage 41 or the second passage 42, 
stopper parts 37, 38 which are provided 
opposite the switching guide 21 and are abutted 
on the switching guide 21 when the switching 
guide 21 rotates to switch the carrying 

direction and buffer members 28, 29 provided between the switching guide 21 and 
the stopper parts 37, 38. The mechanism is provided with a deformable member 
project ing\aipard an outlet 10 from a third guide surface 26 of the switching 
guide 21 in a third passage 43. 
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